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Officer injured at fair

By Lydia Mulvany
IMULVANYGCNG.CON
A car struck a Duxbury police officer
as he was directing traffic- for the
Marshfield Fair at the corer of Main
and South River streets in Marshfield
Saturday night zround 10 p.m., police
sad.
Officer Mel Dyer, 67, a part-time
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opening weekend. Ca Mon ay
mormng,  Marshficid  po.ce
arested  an 18-year-old  tair
wuorker from Oxlord, Mane and
charged him with the rape and
batery of 13- and M-yearold
. according to the Plymonth
cunty District Attoreys olf.ce,
Police found Jeffrey Witham
o South  River Stieet in
Marshfield after the alleped
assauit took place st o Marshfickl
rexidence. Police said the guls
had given him their phone nuim-
bers, and he went 10 one of the
giils” homes Saturday night,
wihien they were alone.

Folice said Witham sexually
assaulted one gael i the living
o, then ook the cther o
bedroom and raped her belore
retunung © rape the fiest el
According to police, Uie girls ran
from the house and escaped, but
Withiam alleged chased one and
tried to drag her o thie woods,

police officer in Duxbury and former
deputy sherill from the county shenff’s
Gepartmient, was helping pedestrians
cross the strects and directing cars com-
ing in and out of parking lots. According
W police, wiinesses said that as Dyer
was directing traffic, one car failed to
{op and knocked him unconscious.
The Marshfield Fire Department

cared for Dyer until he was trnsported
via MedFlight helicopter, to Brigham
and Women's Hospital in Boston, where
he was listed in critical condition
Tuesday.

Duxbury Poli.¢ ( uief Mark DeLuca
said Dyer was an instructor for the
Marshfield Rod & Cun Club and taught
sentor citizens cad 1 oung people duning

Y

Duxbury's senior und
academies.
“Everyone's just beside themselves
about this,” Deluca said. “He's com-
pletely about helping. people, and just a
fantastic guy.”
Dyer's accident was one of two inci-
dents that cast shadows over the fair's
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Junior police

Officer hurt

Witk
- ants

L Hce,

41w charged with two
of rare of a child with
wo counts of rape of a
caild, one count of indecent
assault and batery over 14, one
count o indecent assault and bat-
ety wader 4, one count of
assaultand b tery, and one count
of Kidnapping.

Witham  wus arraigned on
Monday i Plymouth District
Court, and 1 being held on
S150,0640 casly bail, He pleaded
nol guilty 1« charges, Public
Gefended Kat dveen laccarino said
Witham works o support his
gitltriend and their Oive-month-
old baby, She said he has seven
brothers and sisters and lives
with his grindimother,

Prosceution and defense attor-
neys  asked  Judge  Ronald
Moynahan Wednesday o reduce
Witham's bais after one of the
two Marshlicld girls who said
thar Witham raped her recanted
ler allepation when she was re-

mterviewed by Mas seld
police. The other girl ¢ ged
some details of her iccou ! oas
well.

However, in a heann: at
Plymouth  Distiet € o,
Moynahan said “notuing has
changed.” He explained Ui the
sentence is that same whelier it
I a violent or statutory rape

Moynahan said that there was
not enough new informatic 1 to
change the bail.

“It's a very complicated bail
issue," said Michael Bergeoon,
Witham's lawyer. “We wnder-
stand and respect the judae’s
decision.”

Bergeron said he would pursue
the matter of reducing bail . a
petition 1o the Superior Court,

Eugene Dean of Fiests Shows,
which uns the camival al the
Marshfield Fair and employed
Witham, swid Witham was hired
aweek ago in Maine, cane to
Maushifield 1o work the weehend

at 1air

and was scheduled to return o
tie fair in Acton, Maine.

Dean said Fiesta Shows con-
ducts  cextensive  background
cheeks on all employees, and that
Witham filled out a seven- or
cight-page apphication and came
clean on a CORI check in
Massachusetts and a background
check in Maine.

"I know we're a very responsi-
ble company, and we do every-
thing possible to look at an
employee's past,” he said, “But
we can’t predict the future.”

Carleton  Chandler  of  the
Marshfield  Agricultural - and
Horticultural Society said the
meidents were regrettable,

“With the police officer, it was
avery tragic aceident,” he said.
“It's something where someone
was helping out with other peo-
ple's safety, and ended by endan-
gerng his own.”

Gatelfonse News Sernvice con-
trilmated 1o this story:



